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Fossil Club of Lee County 
September 2009 

Next Meeting  

Our next  meeting will be held on, 

September 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Calusa Nature Center located at 

Ortiz and Colonial Blvd.   

Officers  

Bill Shaver, President (239)834-
0694 /
billshaverpeaceriver@hotmail.com 

Al Govin, Vice President  (239)245-
7560  and cell 910-2339 

Ray Seguin, Treasurer, 939-1921 or 
936-5019   

Sharon Drake, Secretary, (239) 823-
9052 

Board Members  

DirectorðLouis  Stieffel, 458-9818 

Michael Orchin, 574-6318 

Sandy Schwartz, 772-8015 

Trip Director, Bill Shaver  

Dive Trip Director, Mike Siciliano , 
980-1406 

Committees  

Newsletter:  Cheryl Mitchell  

Speakers:  Bill Shaver 

$1.00 Raffle:  Mike Siciliano  

Auction:  Louis Stieffel  

Web Master:  Curtis Klug 

Message from the President  

 Greetings to all and welcome to our new members. We are 
looking forward to having all of our out -of--town members return-
ing to Fort Myers.   We are having our Fossil Show on December 
5th and we will be asking everyone to help put on a great show.    
  We finished printing our flyer for the Fossil Show.   Thanks 
to Carl Fricke for helping with the layout.   We will have copies at 
our next meeting and the flyer is included in this newsletter.   At the 
appropriate time we will ask everyone to distribute flyers to help 
publicize the show. 
 Our library of fossil books and papers that were gifts from 
Dr. Robin Brown have been reviewed, organized, and catalogued by 
Louis Steiffel. This was a big job and we thank Louis for his ef-
forts.   We plan to have our library at the Iona House and expect to 
be lending material out in October.   Our club facilitated the dona-
tion of two large display cases which we gave to the Calusa Nature 
Center.  Thanks to Michael Orchin and Michael Siciliano for help-
ing to transport these large and heavy cases to the CNC. We re-
ceived a letter of appreciation from CNC and it is included in this 
newsletter. 
 Our speaker for September will talk about the sea shells of 
southwest Florida.  We will have our usual Show and Tell segment 
so bring in your modern shells or fossil shells. Of course, you are 
always invited to bring in any fossils or artifacts for Show and Tell.  
 We will have our usual monthly raffle so if you want to donate 
some  items they will be appreciated.  Also, we are still asking for 
members  to sign up to do the refreshments for October and No-
vember.  Thanks to all of our volunteers who help to make our club 
a great club. 
  
We look forward to seeing all everyone at our next meeting.  
Bill  
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MINUTES OF MEETING THE FOSSIL CLUB  

OF LEE COUNTY  

 

 A meeting of the membership of The Fossil Club 

of Lee County was held at the time, date, and 

place set forth below: 

DATE: August 20, 2009 

TIME: 7:00 PM 

PLACE; Calusa Nature Center 

ATTENDANCE; 47 

PRESIDED BY: Bill Shaver, President 

 Meeting was called to order and the President 

acknowledged new members. 

       The speaker was Dr. Lisa Whitenack from 

USF.  She spoke about sharks and shark teeth 

based on extensive analysis she had done at vari-

ous places.  Louis Steiffel has catalogued the li-

brary of books that Dr. Brown donated to our 

club.  Louis said that there are about 100 items; 25 

are in binders. The procedures for lending should 

be in place by September. Bill spoke about the 

upcoming Fossil Show and said we would be ask-

ing for all members to help distribute flyers at the 

appropriate time. There is new leadership at the 

Calusa Nature Center.  Ralph Williams who is 

President of the Board of Directors is our new 

point of contact. CNC would be appreciative of 

anyone who would like to volunteer their time. Two 

upcoming events were mentioned: A trek through 

the Six Mile Cypress Slough ïcontact: Charles 

OConnor, and Tom Allen gave some details on a 

Honey Bee Awareness program at the Palm Nurs-

ery.  Regarding trips:  Gunther is still conducting 

trips to the Quality Materials pit on Sundays for 

members who have signed up.  The Peace River 

is still too high for fossiling hunts. 

       Gunther volunteered to do refreshment 

snacks for September and Lori and Bill Mandos 

will bring in the beverages.  The President thanked 

them for supporting their club and encouraged 

other to volunteer for future meetings. 

      Show and Tell participants were Coby Pow-

loski, Louis Steiffel, Cay Small, and Gunther Lo-

bish.  The monthly raffle was held and the meeting 

was adjourned at 9:20PM. 

 

 

José H. Leal, Ph.D., was hired as the director 
of The Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum in Feb-
ruary 1996. His area of specialization is sys-
tematics of marine mollusks.  Dr. Leal received 
his Bachelors Degree of Science in Marine Bi-
ology and M.S. in Invertebrate Zoology from 
the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Bra-
zil.  He holds a Ph.D. in Marine Biology and 
Fisheries from the University of Miami.  Dr. 
Leal was a Visiting Professor at the Muséum 
National d'Histoire Naturelle, in Paris, and 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution's National Museum of Natural History.  
Dr. Leal holds honorary faculty positions at 
the University of Miami, Florida Gulf Coast 
University, and University of Alabama.  He is 
also a Past-president (2003ï2004) of the 
American Malacological Society and editor of 
The Nautilus . 

SPEAKER OF THE MONTH  

JOSE H. LEAL, Ph.D 

Mollusk       molôlusk, molôlusc 

Mollusks are invertebrates that have bilaterally 
symmetrical bodies, well-developed nervous and 
digestive systems, mantle, and muscular foot.  

Marinelifephotography -Keoki&yYuko Stender 
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ǒ WEB SITES OF INTEREST 

www.fcolc.com    FOSSIL CLUB OF 
LEE COUNTY 
  
http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/   MUSEUM 
OF NATURAL HISTORY @ GAINS-
VILLE 
  
http://flmnh.ufl.edu/natsci/vertpaleo/
vppermit.htm     FLORIDA VERTE-
BRATE FOSSIL PERMIT 
  
http://
www.southwestfloridafossilclub.com    
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA FOSSIL 
CLUB 
  
http://
www.floridafossilhunters.com   ORLA
NDO FOSSIL CLUB 
  
http://
www.tampabayfossilclub.com  TAMPA 
BAY FOSSIL CLUB 

PEACE RIVER WATER LEVELS: 
http://www.canoeoutpost.com 

http://www.mnh.si.edu. SMITH-
SONIAN NATURAL HISTORY MU-
SEUM 

   
Contact Cheryl  at kayak-
peaceriver@yahoo.com if you have 
any suggested additions to our web 
site in the interest column 

 ̔LOCAL ATTRACTIONS 

 

Calusa Nature Center and Planetarium Calusa Na-
ture Center and Planetarium 
3450 Ortiz Av, Fort Myers  
Tel 239-275-3435 
www.calusanature.com 
  
Imaginarium  
200 Cranford Av,  Fort Myers 
www.cityftmyers.com/imaginarium  
  
Southwest Florida Museum of History  
2300 Peck St., Fort Myers 
www.swflmuseumofhistory.com  
  
The Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum 
3075 Sanibel-Captiva Rd, Sanibel, FL 
www.shellmuseum.org 
  
Randell Research Center 
PO Box 608, Pineland, FL 
(on Pine Island)  
www.flmnh.ufl.edu/RRC/  
  
Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve 
Six Mile Cypress Drive (Between Daniels and Colo-
nial)  www.leeparks.org/fossil 

Cracker Museum at Pioneer Park in Zolfo Springs, 
FL  Tel 863.735.0119 
 
Lost in Time, St. Pete Pier, St. Petersburg, FL 
 Tel  727.823.7493 
 

 
  
  
 
 

Lost in time, St.Pete Pier, St. Petersburg, Fl 
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