
  

 

The summer is now officially here! It's HOT-everyday! And, it's raining everyday!   

 Now that the weather is keeping us off the rivers and creeks, mostly, it's time to regroup and put the 
collection in order. Then it's time to write about your favorite fossil adventure, and submit it to the 
newsletter for all of us to enjoy! 

We had a small summer attendance at the June Meeting, but we had a good speaker for those who 
showed up! Chuck Ferrara, president of the SWFFS, gave a spirited, interesting talk about fossils and 
places and people. He also spoke about the rising tide of government opposition to fossil hunting and gave 
some instances of areas closing to us.  I include an article about that inside this newsletter. 

Some members who dive for fossils are still active and there is a few blurbs inside about that as well. 

Our club outreach efforts are still active and we try to get the word out to the general public about our great 
hobby whenever we can.  It's good to see new folks show up at the meeting and join the club.  We had 
three new signups last meeting. One person, Eric Vierling even brought a beautiful Orthocerus plate to 
donate for our raffle table! It was beautiful and caused many folks to get some tickets that usually don't. 
Thank you Eric. 

Mike Cox provided refreshments and everyone enjoyed his hospitality.  

We will have some new fossil collecting bags available at this meeting in our club store. These were all 
custom sewn and feature a screen sewed into the back so that sand and water do not build up in the 
pouch. This is a tied around the waist, three compartment, heavy canvas bag, worn like a nail bag from the 
lumberyard. But way better! 

Many members will be traveling on vacations. If you acquire any fossils, or just neat stuff!, bring it in for 
show and tell. And I hope everyone else brings in fossils for show and tell as well. It's great to see your 
stuff!! 

This month, July, we will have a micro-matrix fossil hunt! Bring a magnifying glass and a small bag for your 
finds! We have several buckets of washed sieved small Peace River gravel donated by Michael Gessel 
and we will have a fossil hunt at the meeting!! There will not be a speaker this month. 

Next month, August, will be our annual show and tell and trade and sell meeting! Members can bring in 
fossils, minerals to show and if they want, to sell to other members. This is a 
great way to add to your collection, especially at a time when the hunting 
conditions are poor and there are no fossil shows scheduled. This is a 
unique, social oriented meeting and very much enjoyed. 

I want to thank Ray Seguin for always providing items for the door prize, and 
I also want to thank members who donate fossils for the $1 raffle! 

I hope to see you at the meeting! 

Louis Stieffel 

President 
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OFFICERS 
Louis Stieffel, President 
 239-851-7499, 
cape187@earthlink.net 
Michael Siciliano, Vice President 
 239-980-1406 
Al Govin, Secretary, Treasurer 
 239-910-2339 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTORS 
Charles O'Connor….239-246-5526 
Dean Hart……….….941-979-8217 
Dave Seehaver 
Jeanne Seehaver 
Don Lindsey 
Jim Manderfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEES 
Al Govin, Club Trips Director 
Curt Klug, Web Master 
Cherie Neat, Newsletter Developer 
Al Govin, Badges, Membership 
Dave and Jeanne Seehaver, 
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Trips 
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Vertebrate Education, Newsletter 
editor, FOSSIL project 
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Minutes FCOLC meeting 6/18/2015 
 

Louis Stieffel called the meeting to order 

22 members present 

Louis introduced some of the many club benefits to new and prospective members. 

July meeting will consist of a micro fossil hunt using micro gravel provided by member Michael Gesel. Bring 
your magnifying glasses. 

August meeting will consist of show and tell as well as swap or member to member sales. 

Newsletter email returns were discussed. If you aren’t getting the news letter send an email 
to algovin72@gmail.com or take your blocker/junk mail off and allow newsletter to get through. 

Please remember you need to have a current fossil permit from the state of Florida to hunt public land. You 
will not be allowed on future trips on public land (Peace River) without a permit. 

Speaker for the evening was Chuck Ferrara speaking about “Florida Fossil Adventures” and the potential 
future problems with hunting state or federal lands. 

Chuck also discussed “The Fossil Project” as well as the prevailing negative attitude of paleontologist’s about 
internet fossil selling. Needless to say some spirited discussion was had. He indicated this is the scientific 
communities stand. 

“T-Rex” display will end September 13th. 

Blue ticket auction was held for door prizes. 

Lunch break held with refreshments by Michael Cox. 

Dollar auction was held by David Seehaver. 

 

Minutes by 

Al Govin 

Secretary Treasurer 

Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, at Zion Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall. 

United States and Canada Fossil Sites List  

http://www.fossilsites.com/index.html  

mailto:cape187@earthlink.net
mailto:algovin72@gmail.com
http://www.fossilsites.com/index.html
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You just never know who's guarding the fossils!!   
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Websites & Locations of Interest 

Fossil Club of Lee County: www.fcolc.com  

FCOLC c/o Al Govin  16331 Estuary Ct., Bokeelia, Fl., 33922  

The FCOLC website is a source for links to Fossil websites of interest, archived monthly club newsletters, 
details on club meetings and officers.  
 

Museum of Natural History @ Gainesville www.flmnh.ufl.edu/  

The Fossil Project  www.myFOSSIL.org 

Randell Research Center PO Box 608, Pineland, FL www.flmnh.ufl.edu/RRC/  

Smithsonian Natural History Museum www.mnh.si.edu  

Southwest Florida Museum of History 2031 Jackson St., Fort Myers www.MUSEUMofHISTORY.org  

The Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum, 3075 Sanibel-Captiva Rd, Sanibel, FL www.shellmuseum.org  

Cracker Museum at Pioneer Park in Zolfo Springs, FL Tel 863.735.0119  

www.hardeecounty.net/crackertrailmuseum/about.html 
 

Cape Coral Friends of Wildlife Burrowing Owls  

www.ccfriendsofwildlife.org  

Calusa Nature Center and Planetarium 3450 Ortiz Av, Fort Myers Tel 239-275-3435 
www.calusanature.org 

Imaginarium 2000 Cranford Ave, Fort Myers  

www.i-sci.org  
 

Florida Fossil Clubs  

Southwest Florida Fossil Club  

www.southwestfloridafossilclub.com  

Tampa Bay Fossil Club  

www.tampabayfossilclub.com  

Orlando Fossil Club  

www.floridafossilhunters.com  

The Fossil Forum 

 www.thefossilforum.com/index.php  

Fossil Treasures of Florida  

www.fossil-treasures-of-florida.com  

Florida Paleontological Society  

http://floridapaleosociety.com/ 
 

Collecting Vertebrate Fossils on Florida state lands requires a permit. A fossil hunting permit is also part 
of being an ethical Florida fossil hunter.   

Florida Vertebrate Fossil Permit http://flmnh.ufl.edu/natsci/vertpaleo/vppermit.htm  

 

Peace River Water Levels  

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/fl/nwis/rt  
 

Picking Up Isolated Native American Artifacts  www.flheritage.com/news/faq.cfm 

If you find an Indian artifact, such as an arrowhead, on Florida state lands or river bottom, be 
aware that possession of an Indian artifact found on state lands after 2004 is a Class 3 Felony. 
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FOSSIL FINDS OF THE MONTH 

A large pile of uncleaned Megalodon teeth found while  diving Venice, Fl. Wow, heh?! 
 

Found by Captain Mike!! He goes out almost every day and knows where to look! 
Most of you have met him at our fossil festival.  If you're a diver, check him out. 

http://aquanutz-diving.com/ 

Mammoth teeth found on Captain Mike's boat, diving Venice. Submitted by Michael Sicialano.  
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Florida Fossils: Comparison shot showing late Pleistocene cat proximal phalanges. From left to right: Ameri-
can lion (Panthera atrox), saber cat (Smilodon fatalis), jaguar (Panthera onca), panther (Puma concolor). 
Pleistocene. North Florida.  www.PrehistoricFlorida.com 

Skull Fragment  

Inside of mammoth or mastodon 
skull fragment. Peace River last 

week. Honeycomb effect well de-
fined.  

 Ron Seavey  

http://www.prehistoricflorida.com/
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FCOLC Vice-President Mike Siciliano shows some of his "fossil museum" !!   

FOSSIL FINDS OF THE MONTH 
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Photos for the Great Western adventure story : 
  
Pam Plummer, Jim and  Vickie Manderfield, and Aimee Hankel   
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Mammoth teeth found diving Venice. 
All teeth were found by Captain Mike. 

On May 28th, Zack Deyo,  David Deyo, and Jack 
Boyce attended the 4th Annual STEM night at 
Sanibel School (K-8) discussing fossils with 
Teachers and future fossil hunters of SW Flori-
da.  STEM is the Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Math program. Dana Sanner, Middle 
School Science teacher is our contact. 
 
Principal Barbara Von Harten and Jack 
Boyce of the Fossil Club of Lee County 
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The Fossil Project newsletter!! 

 http://www.myfossil.org/archived-newsletters/ 

FCOLC outreach!!  

Zack talked to 30 teenagers today at the North Ft Myers  recreation center . Later I talked to 80 

younger kids ! Pam Plummer donated agatized coral pieces that we gave to the kids. Don Lindsey  



12 

 

The Great Western Fossil Adventure (in a nutshell)  
While my fossil friends were closing out their river season with absolutely amazing finds, my desert 

season was just about to begin. My January trip to Arizona had me feeling like I’d left a job half 

done. The U-Dig trilobite quarry in Utah wouldn’t reopen until it warmed up at the end of May and I 

really wanted to hunt for fish fossils in Wyoming, so I plotted a geographical triangle with Utah, Ari-

zona, and Wyoming at each corner and marked it on the calendar in June. I would have gladly done 

it alone but fossils are more fun with friends so I was happy when Pam Plummer and Vickie and Jim 

Manderfield agreed to accompany me. The Manderfields have a sturdy 4WD truck and enough 

camping gear to deal with any and every situation. They drove to Salt Lake City, Utah from their 

summer home in Wisconsin and picked Pam and me up at the airport. So began our adventure! First 

stop: U-Dig trilobite quarry near Delta, Utah. This quarry is located in the midCambrian House 

Range shale of western Utah and for a fee, the fossil hunter can split layers of limestone shale hop-

ing to find trilobites. I borrowed this from the U-Dig website: Trilobites were a form of invertebrate 

marine life that lived more than 550 million years ago but became extinct in the mass Permian ex-

tinctions about 252 million years ago. These hard-shelled creatures roamed the sea floor and coral 

reefs in search of food. Because of their great diversity and often perfect preservation in fine-grained 

rock, they are one of the most popular fossils among collectors. Vickie found the best of the bunch 

but we all left with loads of “bugs” as they are sometimes called. Second stop: Petrified wood from 

northern Arizona. I found this petrified wood site by combing through old threads on The Fossil Fo-

rum and it’s really fantastic. Everywhere you look there’s petrified wood from tiny splinters to trunks, 

whole trees laid out on the top of the hills, ravines cluttered with it. I suppose since it’s not “rainbow 

wood” (the highly colorful agatized wood from around the Petrified Forest National Park) there’s not 

a lot of interest in it, but to us, it was one of the best places on the whole trip! The color and texture 

of the fossil wood varied widely depending on which hillside or gully you searched. I found one 

hillside covered with small pieces of wood covered in dark tinted druzy crystals. Reluctantly, we left 

Arizona to start the long haul to Kemmerer, Wyoming but along the way, we stopped in Mt. Carmel, 

Utah to hunt septarian nodules. There was no quarry fee but a 4WD truck was necessary to get to 

the site. Septarian nodules aren’t fossils but their genesis involves mud sticking to organic matter, 

be it a small dead animal, leaf, etc., and forming, over millions of years, into an amazing conglomer-

ation of yellow calcite crystals, dark brown lines of aragonite, and a limestone shell. I read that 

sometimes the original fossil can be found inside. It used to be possible to find the nodules on the 

ground but nowadays they must be quarried from 20-30’ feet below the surface. We were scouring 

the spoil piles of the quarry and there were lots of nodules to collect. You can just make out Vickie 

working the rock face in her pink shorts. All too soon, we had to hit the road again and finish our 

journey to Wyoming because fish fossils were waiting for us. We had reservations to split shale at 

the Blue Moon Quarry located in the famous Green River formation of Kemmerer. The owner was 

laid back and friendly; showed us what to do then turned us loose. He did warn us that if we found 

the edge of a fossil, STOP HAMMERING. The fossils are very fragile, the slate feels like chalk, and 

an inexperienced hunter can wreck a good fossil with a single hammer blow. I know this for a fact 

because I wrecked my 2 best little fish that way. Dang! Pam found the best fossil fish, still partially 

hidden under the shale. A steady hand and lots of patience are all that’s needed to pick away the 

shale and reveal the whole fossil. The visible details in these fossils that are at least 48 million years 

old are amazing: individual fish scales, tiny bones, etc. Hard work but I’m already thinking about do-

ing it again. There’s always next year… This article has been edited for space. Please visit 

www.zookeeperfossils.blogspot.com for all the details of our adventure.  
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Update and continued communications about fossil hunting restrictions. 
  
Survey has been answered and returned. 
  
  
Subject: Federal Paleontological Resources Preservation Ruling - the next step 
  
Hello Again Fellow Fossil Club/Societies, 
  
This is an update on the collecting restrictions being handed down by the Federal Government per-
taining to Federal lands.  I had a long and productive conversation with the head paleontologist of 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). 
  
Even if you don't think this effects your club, we need your input. We all need to stand together on 
this. 
  
The short version is this: 
  
1) These laws were enacted and intended to shut down the large scale commercial sale of fossils. 
  
2) The current law makes provisions for three groups: 1 - Casual Collectors (mom and pop out for a 
walk and find a fossil - you can keep it)  2 -Professionals - get a permit; and 3 - Commercial Deal-
ers - You are out.  What it fails to do is address our  Amateur/Avocational Community.  Maybe they 
didn't know how many of us there or how important we are, who knows?  
  
3) He agrees that the Forest Service wording was "unfortunate", the BLM folks seem to be more 
open to the Amateur/Avocational community and they intend for their wording to be different. 
  
5) Their wording will come out sometime this fall and there will be a 60 day comment period. 
  
6) We should all be prepared to make constructive comments at that time  - especially comments 
aimed at showing them how our community can assist BLM with outreach efforts, enforcing protec-
tion of sites, and documenting what's out there.  These are all things BLM is charged with doing that 
they don't have the manpower to do but WE do. 
  
7) BLM in turn would then either try to create a 4th category for us or re-word things to account for 
us collecting larger amounts, etc., etc. to use for outreach, etc., etc. 
  
To that end I am asking you all to gather up the following data and send it to me.  I need good statis-
tics with which to continue the conversation with BLM and which I can use at the FOSSIL Conven-
tion in Dallas.  Even if you don't think this effects your club we need your stats!  The more data the 
better.  We all need to stand together on this.  
  
1) How many members your organization has. 
2) How many outreach events you do a year (anything that involves the public) 
3) How many people these efforts reach (you can do it by event, or just give me a total). 
4) How many fossils you give away each year - estimate a number and a weight - that will help them 
in determining what we can be allowed to collect) 
5) Approximately How many field trips do you run as a club a year. 
6) Are any of them on Federal Land?  If so, how many. 
7) Does your club publish any paleo literature?  What?  any members publish non-peer reviewed 
literature? If so, what? 
8) Are any of your members peer-review published - who and how many times. 
9) Any projects your club or it's individuals work on with any professionals) 
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10) Anything else relevant I haven't thought to ask! 
  
These statistics are all intended to show the government how valuable and underutilized a resource 
we are and that we are a large enough, and important enough block to make concessions 
for.  Please send them as soon as you can gather them - I know it might be difficult - we all just do 
this stuff - we don't track it, but it is important now to know the figures.  
  
Please also get the word out to as many organizations as as you can, especially Gem and Mineral 
Organizations that have a paleo component and I will do the same...  The more stats the better! 
  
Fingers crossed everyone! 
  
Linda McCall 
President - North Carolina Fossil Club 
Research Fellow - University of Texas at Austin 
512-422-2322 
lndmccall02@yahoo.com  
  
  
Hello Fellow Fossil Club/Societies, 
  
Some of you may be aware of this already - but some of you may not.  I thought I should in-
clude my fossil friends across the country in this discussion.  I think it will take all of us 
banding together with like minded Universities and Museums to make any kind of dent in this 
thing. 
  
Please feel free to share this where you think it appropriate. 
  
A recent ruling by the Federal Government has come to my attention that will affect all of 
us.  The Federal Paleontological Resources Preservation Ruling goes into effect May 18, 
2015 and we should all be aware of the rules, regulations, repercussions and implications it 
holds for us and our hobby/avocation. 
  
1)  Basically it is designed to end amateur fossil collecting (of any kind) on all Federal Forest 
Lands effective May 18, 2015.  
  
2)  This ruling is SPECIFICALLY written to address fossil  INVERTEBRATE collection.  The 
2009 Ruling already banned Vertebrate collecting.  
  
3)  The ruling will be extended to include BLM (Bureau of Land Management) lands soon and 
then applied it to ALL Federal lands. 
  
4)  While this may not appear to affect some clubs/societies in some states now, it DOES af-
fect much of the collecting west of the Mississippi; and it appears they DO intend to pressure 
State Governments to follow suit which COULD then affect us - so everyone please listen up. 
  
  
Please take the time to read and understand this rather long document. 
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/04/17/2015-08483/paleontological-resources-
preservation  
  
I hope in the meantime you will share this and start a discussion with your own groups. 
  
Linda McCall 

mailto:lndmccall02@yahoo.com
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/04/17/2015-08483/paleontological-resources-preservation
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/04/17/2015-08483/paleontological-resources-preservation
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Subject: Announcing 2015 Nebraska Badlands Paleo Field Conference, Aug 11-15 
  
Hello, club/society members and other interested parties: 
  
Three NSF-funded projects, PCP PIRE, GABI RET, and FOSSIL, are inviting applications for up to eight par-
ticipants to partake in a Nebraska Badlands paleontology collaborative field conference scheduled for August 
11-15.  The aim of this field conference is to expose participants to the rich fossil history of Nebraska, specifi-
cally in regards to North American mammalian evolution during the Cenozoic, for the purpose of K-12 teach-
ing and outreach.  In addition to field work, participants will collaborate to create content for classrooms and 
outreach opportunities, and they will develop fossil kits for use in various education & outreach endeav-
ors.  Please see the attached program announcement for more details, as well as a tentative schedule of 
events. 
  
Travel costs to & from the field conference will be each participant’s own responsibility; however, PCP PIRE/
GABI RET/FOSSIL will provide lodging and food at the field site.  Please note that lodging will be two dormi-
tory-style houses at Fort Robinson State Park in Harrison, NE.  To avoid any misunderstandings, please 
know that these houses lack air conditioning (fans only), TV, & Internet. 
  
It is also important to understand that no personal fossil collecting is allowed.  The permit we have secured 
only allows collection on behalf of the Florida Museum of Natural History / University of Florida.  However, the 
fossils may be used at a later time for educational purposes. 
  
If interested, please apply via this Google Form: click here for form 
Or you can email the form (attached) to fossil@flmnh.ufl.edu. 
All applications must be submitted by July 7.  The applicants who are selected will hear from us by July 10. 
  
Please feel free to forward this email to other people who might like to apply. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact me or the trip’s lead organizer, Dr. Cristina Robins 
(crobins@flmnh.ufl.edu). 
  
Thank you and have a great day! 
  
Eleanor E. Gardner, M.S. 
FOSSIL Project Coordinator 
Florida Museum of Natural History 
Phone: (352)-273-1936 
Email: egardner@flmnh.ufl.edu | fossil@flmnh.ufl.edu 

Website: www.myfossil.org 
  
Hello, again! 
  
So far, we’ve only received TWO fossil club/society applications for the Nebraska Badlands field con-
ference!  Keep in mind that the application deadline is July 7. 
  
We’ve been getting questions about the conference, and I need to correct a mistake I made.  Fort 
Robinson State Park is located in between the towns of Harrison and Crawford.  It is not IN the town 
of Harrison – that’s just the mailing address.  The park is actually closer to Crawford.  My apologies 
for the confusion! 
  
Don’t forget that if you’re interested in this event, please include me on email correspond-
ence.  Thanks and have a great day! 
  
Eleanor E. Gardner, M.S. 

http://goo.gl/forms/0uOm8qvXh6
mailto:fossil@flmnh.ufl.edu
mailto:crobins@flmnh.ufl.edu
mailto:egardner@flmnh.ufl.edu
mailto:fossil@flmnh.ufl.edu
http://www.myfossil.org/
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Just when you think you have found the largest Tiger shark tooth,  

THIS guy shows up!!  
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Crazy river water levels!! 

 This year we have seen a different pattern 

to the peace River water levels. Usually we 

can access the river for fossil collecting 

sometime around the end of November 

through mid December. This continues 

through June 1st, the traditional last day of 

low water. The rains start almost every 

year around June 1. The river rises within 

days and stays that way until later in the 

year. However, this year has seen unusual 

rains inland and has kept the Peace River 

water levels too high. The last month or 

two finally saw huntable levels, but instead 

of being too high on June 1, the rains 

stayed on the coast and the river did not 

get it as much.  I've hunted it weekly 

throughout June, which almost never hap-

pens. I hunted the local creeks when the 

river was too high, but now the river is low-

er and the creeks are too high! Since June 

1,  I have measured on my rain gauge at my home in Cape Coral,  an average of 1 1/2 inch-

es of rain daily. Some days were much higher. Since this rain was mainly along the coast, 

though, it never affected the Peace. Now, the regular rains have arrived and rains are scat-

tered inland as well, and the river is too high. But, we had an extra month not planned on, 

and even now, some of the smaller creeks are still accessible. It's hard to stop the hunting, 

but sometimes we just have to wait it out! 
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So, let's see.  

Albertosaurus. Brontosaurus. 

Allosaurus.  Dromaeosaurus. 

Spinosaurus. Tyrannosaurus. And 

others. All perished and went 

extinct 65 million years ago.  

Scenic river views!! 
  
You just never know what you will 
see sometimes, while pursuing the 
fossils!!  Walking across a section of 
field to get to a spot on the Peace 
River, we came across this perplex-
ing sight! A silver shoe, hanging on-
to a large skinny, scrub weed!!  It 
was not near anything, so as a 
marker it made no sense, but it 
made no sense at all for anything 
else, either!  
So, we took it as a good luck omen 
and hoped to find some pirate silver 
coins as we screened for fossils!! 
However, we not only didn't find any 
silver, we found very few fossils, 
and no shoes.    
Louis 


