Dear Members and Friends,

As many of you have heard, | have encountered
some serious health issues, which preclude me
seeking reelection. It has been a great five years
and time for someone else to take on the
leadership. You will be asked to vote for a new
president this month who will take office on May
1st.

There are many people for me to thank for their
support over the years. Specifically, | want to
thank our board of directors and fellow

officers, Mary Rawl at the Calusa Nature Center,
our club web master, all of the professors and
curators at the University of Florida Museum of
Natural History and University of South Florida,
the dealers who supported our Annual Fossil
Show over the past five years, and our friends at
the Imaginarium. Last, but not least, | want to
thank our club's 'volunteer labor force' who always
come forth to do the extra things to help to make
this a wonderful club.

Let us also thank Cherie Neat, our newsletter
designer and editor and Jack Boyce who has
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volunteered to take on the role of newsletter
publisher. We have a first class newsletter and
with your support, | am confident that Jack will do
an outstanding job.

We had our annual Auction in March which was a
"smash". Congratulations to everyone for their
role in pulling off another super auction and to
everyone who made generous donations and to
those who had the winning bids on some great
items.

Although it's a lot of work, | hope the club can
continue to put on the annual Fossil Show. Itis a
great event for the children in our community and
it also helps us to raise additional funds for
university scholarships.

We have so many wonderful people in our club
that | would need a couple of extra pages to
mention each by name. ['ll just summarize by
saying we have a great club and that is attributed
to the fact that we have so many

great members! | will miss everyone.

Best regards as always, Bill




OFFICERS
Bill Shaver, President, 238340694
billshaverpeaceriver@hotmail.com
Michael Siciliano, Vice President, 2&380-1406
Pam Plummer, Treasurer, 2396-5993
Kathy Pawlowski, Secretary, 22%7-6130
DIRECTORS

Dean Hart, 940798217
Gunther Lobish, 942687506
Charles O'Connor, 232465526
Joshua Frank, 232485094
Ray Seguin, 239391921

COMMITTEES
Jack Boyce, Newsletter Publisher
Cherie Neat, Newsletter Designer
Curt Klug, Web Master
Bill Shaver, Speakers
Louis Stieffel, Auctioneer
Kathy Pawlowski, Club Merchandise
Pam Plummer, Club Badges
Pam Plummer, Membership
Joshua Frank, Refreshments
Dean Hart, Refreshments-chairman
Gunther Lobish, Pit Trips
Michael Siciliano, Raffle and Dive Trips
Coby Pawlowski, Youth Activities Director
Jack Boyce, Club Photographer & Peace River Trips
Gunther Lobish, Invertebrate Education
Louis Stieffel, Vertebrate Education

MINUTES OFMARCH MEETING
THE FOSSIL CLUB OF LEE COUNTY, INC

Date: March 21st, 2013

Place: Zion Lutheran Church, Ft Myers, FL
Presided by: Michael Siciliano, Vice-President
The FCOLC Annual Auction was held from 6pm to
9pm.

Auctioneers: Louis Stieffel & Coby Pawlowski
There were no formal minutes.
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WELCOME MEMBERS

John Battin
Aimee Hankel
Bill Johnson
Chris Johnson
Jim Manderfield
Vicki Manderfield

B DD DD DD
Next Meeting
FCOLC next meeting is on Thursday,
April 18th, 2012 in the lona House at the
Calusa Nature Center. Meeting starts at 7 PM.
The April meeting speaker will be Steve Koski.
Steve is a research associate and site manager

at the University of Miami Little Salt Spring
Archaeological and Ecological Preserve.
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REFRESHMENTS

FOR CLUB MEETINGS

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS AND SPEAKERS
April 6th FCOLC Peace River trip i
Rescheduled to Crews Park, Wauchula

April 12th, 13th and 14  ™: 21st Annual Venice
Shark Tooth Festival

April 18th FCOLC Monthly Meeting at lona
House Calusa Nature Center

April 18th Speaker: Steve Koski

May 16th FCOLC Monthly Meeting at the lona
House

May 18th Speaker: Charles OConnor

June 20th FCOLC Monthly Meeting @ lona
House

June 20th No Speaker; Members Exhibits/

Show & Tell/Buy/Sell/Swap Meet

July 18th FCOLC Monthly Meeting @ lona
House

July 18th Speaker - TBD

Let's all give a big hand to our friends who call
themselves the Barefoot BeachCombers. They
donated their time and money to provide us
with food and beverages at the March Annual
Auction meeting. As always, they did a great
job and we thank them. We are pleased that
Jack Boyce and Bobby Joe Sherrill have volun-
teered to take care of refreshments for the
April meeting. Both of you have volunteered in
the recent past and we appreciate the way you
support your club.

According to Joshua Frank who co -chairs the
Refreshment Committee with Dean Hart, we
always appreciate a new volunteer for future
meetings. Joshua will have a signup sheet
available and everyone is encouraged to take a
turn at doing the refreshments. See Joshua
during the April Meeting for detalls.
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websites & Locthions of Interest

Fossil Club of Lee County: www.fcolc.com

Museum of Natural History @ Gainesville www.flmnh.ufl.edu/

Randell Research Center PO Box 608, Pineland, FL www.flmnh.ufl.edu/RRC/
Smithsonian Natural History Museum www.mnh.si.edu

Southwest Florida Museum of History 2031 Jackson St., Fort Myers
www.MUSEUMOofHISTORY .org

The Bailey -Matthews Shell Museum , 3075 Sanibel -Captiva Rd, Sanibel, FL
www.shellmuseum.org

Cracker Museum at Pioneer Park in Zolfo Springs, FL Tel 863.735.0119
www.hardeecounty.net/crackertrailmuseum/about.html

Cape Coral Friends of Wildlife Burrowing Owls

www.ccfriendsofwildlife.org

Calusa Nature Center and Planetarium 3450 Ortiz Av, Fort Myers Tel 239 -275-3435
www.calusanature.org

Imaginarium 2000  Cranford Ave, Fort Myers

WWW.I -Sci.org

Florida Vertebrate  Fossil Permit http://fimnh.ufl.edu/natsci/vertpaleo/vppermit.htm
Peace River Water Levels
www.canoeoutpost.com/peace/showpage.asp?page=waterlevel

Florida Fossil Clubs

Southwest Florida Fossil Club
www.southwestfloridafossilclub.com

Tampa Bay Fossil Club
www.tampabayfossilclub.com

Orlando Fossil Club
www.floridafossilhunters.com

The Fossil Forum
www.thefossilforum.com/index.php

Fossil Treasures of Florida
www.fossil -treasures -of-florida.com

Florida Paleontological Society
http://floridapaleosociety.com/

Mark Renz's Fossil Expeditions
www.fossilexpeditions.com

Lost in Time, 4719 69th Street, N. St Petersburg, FL 33709, Tel. 727 -541 -2567
Owner Brian Evensen

Picking Up Isolated Native American Artifacts

If you find an Indian artifact, such as an arrowhead, on Florida state land or river
bottom, be aware that possession of an Indian artifact found on state lands after
2004 is a Class 3 Felony. www.flheritage.com/news/fag.cfm




FCOLC Peace River Fossil Hunt

The 2%fossil hunting trip to the Peace River was held g
Crews Park, Wauchula on Saturday Apffi| 8013. There
are two primary purposes in holding these fossil huntin

trips: Introduce novice fossil seekers to the Peace Rivdr,
the techniques and tools for finding fossils, and identify| ¢

specific location where they can return on their own an
expect to find fossils; the"®purpose is to build relation-
ships with other FCOLC Peace River enthusiasts, who
would be good partners on future fossil hunting trips to
river.

We did not have a large turnout possibly because man
our FCOLC snowbirds returned to their northern home

possibly because the weather which is normally very reli

able in April turned problematic. On Thursday there we
heavy rains and a front going through the Peace River
drainage area. Depending on geography, the river was
16 inches higher than it was the day before, the water

t

filled with mud and debris limiting visibility, and the cur{ ' =

rent was strong carrying away gravel and sand before
shovel could reach the sieve. We lost 2 gravel probes

shovel in the muddy water. There were breezes and clpt

cover until noon that increased the chill especially for the £ &8

who did not bring wetsuits.

We had two groups of 4 traveling in canoe/kayak (Aimg
Hankel, Bill Johnson, Jim & Vickie Manderfield) and 4

walking into the river just above Crews Park (Jack Boy
Sue Coller, Sandy Schwartz, and John Battin). This w.

1*'time in the Peace River for Bill & John plus Aimee, Ji

and Vickie started their trips to the Peace River this se
All of us, novice and experienced had a great time give
the weather conditions.

In addition to numerous smaller teeth, Megs and Mako
and Snaggles were added to shark tooth collections. Ji
Manderfield found a complete single plate of a Mammg
tooth and all of us were finding Mammoth and Mastodd
tooth fragments.

Some of the finds:
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Co-Leaders: Aimee & Jack

e
Our two first time hunters (Bill Johnson and John Battin:




FCOLC Auction March 21

st 2013

This yeards Fossil Club of
the books!! Yes, fol ks, ité
though, and we made a record sales amount, again. Every
seems to get a little bit better. Thanks to all the great membs
who donate their fossils and to all the great members who he
with the auction, it went smooth and flawlessly. The Bonita
Beachcombers, a group of club members who live in Bonita
time of year-and love the beach!, kept with their tradition, an
put on a terrific buffet of food and sweets. No one left early b
cause of hunger pains! It sure was good, and we are so forty
to have these fossil hunters who love to cook!

Coby Pawlowski is not just one of the youngest members, h’Wi

he is also the newest auct.i
hand, successfully, at auctioning some of the items. Coby ha
never been shy, so he is in the right place, now, at the head

pack, taking charge! | see great things ahead for Coby. We are

lucky to have him, and his mother, Kathy, as club members.
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€our accounting team of Pam, Leslie, Ray, Mike, and Jack K
e norauct i oni ng affairs in
tling up for their purchases had any problems at all. This is n
always an easy thing to accomplish, so | say congrats to the
ichael Gesal took many pictures! Michael Sicilano took can
ettifigitHe Bufiding épénédsaﬁd%%ﬁped intifie. Ahl Selera

mbers helped in the sap and placement of all the auction

. It was a group effort. Thank you all.

To sum it up, | felt that is was a good auction, with some gr
items, and most folks got something new for their collection.
Dinosaur baby pajamas and the fossil poop seemed to be a
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hit, so next year we may try to stock up on more of these! Cohy
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them!
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I thank all of you for attending and hope you all had a good
time.

Louis Stieffel, auctioneer

HORSE FOR

DINNER!

About 22,000 years ago the Last Ice Age reached its maxim
began to wane, and earth enteirgd what is known as the Inte
glacial Period. The huge mountains of ice in the northern clif
began to melt returning water back to its original sources.

During these times of extreme cold and subsequent warming Tinere was much celebratinfhe feared cat was dead and the

North America, the mass of land now called Florida teemed
with a wide variety of large and small anime@abertoothed
cats andlire wolves were common predatafsthe time and
threetoed horses, tapir, bison, deer @hd horsespecie€Equus
wereabundant.

In the later stages of the Pleistocene Epablout 11,000 years
ago, humans appeared on the scene.

The humans hunted the larger animhblg, feared the saber
toothed cats who might be hunting them.

On one hunt, two humans set out to ambau$drge threg¢oed
horse (perhaps @ormohipparion that was returning from a w3
tering hole. As the unsuspecting horse drew near, a saber
toothed cat pounced on the horse sinking its long canines in
neck area.The horse went down with the cat firmly locked on
the horse.

One of the humans was only a few feet away from the down
horse and killer catSuddenly losing all fear, the human drove
his spear into the chest of the preoccupied cat.

The cat let out a terrible scream, withdrew its deadly canines
in its last few seconds of breath stumbled a few feet away an@!le

motionless.
Sensing that the cat was no longer a threat, the humans ran

hmoments the horse lay dead. The humasisg their stone

kni ves cut open the horseods
hgans. They rushed back to their camp area with the still warr]
organs foran evening meal.

all enjoyed horse for dinner.

horse, one human from each of the four families went back t
where the horse layThey cut up the horse so that each famil
would get one fourth of the hors&@here was much more cele-
brating as each family ended up with a "quarter horse".

The next day the humans mused as how they could use the
cat's fangs as a knapping tool or perhaps as ornaments to p
thatthey were thesuperiorhunters.

Later that day after swelterirfigom the effects of
-globalwarming, theyrested, and thelpegan to talk about their
heroics of yesterdayAfter much discussion, they agreed that
al#za cat was probably the species Rhizosmilodon Fiteae, w
tavas indigenous to the area now known as Polk County in Fl
ida.

Efihe sun was slowly sinkintp the western horizonThe same
two humans wergetting ready to return to camp and they mg
veled at the vast herds of horses in the distambeyremarked
thatthere were so many horses that their descenaladhts
nerations to followould never face hungeihey would
always be able to have horse for dinner!

rjfde writtenand submitted by: Bill Shaver
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